
Tips for Smartphone Photography 

By James W. Brown, Ph.D. 

Technology 

• Master the focus and exposure controls of your camera, which can also make phone 
calls. Use a Google search and/or explore the links below. 

• Explore the modes of your smartphone. For example, in Portrait mode on the iPhone, 
the depth of field can be varied for emphasis on the subject. Various lighIng 
characterisIcs may also be explored post-processing. 

• Use Burst mode if the subject is in acIon. This allows you to picture the perfect frame 
from a series of pictures.  

Subject and Scene 

• Get close to your subject. 
• Look for details. 
• Explore both high and low angles for unique viewpoints. 
• Work the scene. Don’t make one or two images and leave. 
• Remember the elements of AIR (AcIon, InteracIon, ReacIon). They are the components 

that make interesIng pictures. 
• Always include faces; backs of heads are not interesIng. 

Links To Explore: 

Jim Brown’s website: 

Composi:on 

AIR (Ac:on, Interac:on, Reac:on) 

Other Links: 
Compositional Techniques 

Mastering Composition 
 
iPhone Camera Settings 
 
Take Better Photos with your Android Phone 
 
Android Photo Tips 
 
Smartphone Photography 
 

https://www.storytellingonline.info/composition/
https://www.storytellingonline.info/air/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpetapixel.com%2Fphotography-composition-techniques%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231982892900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bA7YXRSRQAXl5PAE2wwH9dWeAY15qBVOKe2wTg9I69A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.photographyaxis.com%2Fphotography-articles%2Fphotography-composition%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231982907263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kFXvQMEtcFeY8Qb1NijEyqGUvCIRk06oQlfxO4CZt1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacpaw.com%2Fhow-to%2Fiphone-camera-settings&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231982948535%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nZgyrbWcd%2BGttaOaCrhsy3qdNqy0zsY%2FJL08u5FwaMc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Ftake-better-smartphone-photos%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231982969399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BXN6GKIePxEXN2mSA6EWUFW%2BzTRx3RqN2O6T3hdtB%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.androidpolice.com%2Fhow-to-take-better-photos-android%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231982990824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WysvNuYoxV%2Ft1GeSJtJLkJ%2B6BssNdVsi5i69DgezYe8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fflipboard.com%2F%40dougf4%2Fsmartphone-photography-k848n5ntz%3Fflab_experiment_id%3D436%26flab_cell_id%3D1%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_medium%3Dtheshot.wed.rd.20221019.smartflab.436.1%26utm_campaign%3Demail-2022&data=05%7C02%7Cjwbrown%40iu.edu%7Ca2c8e3e49aac49dc558f08dd6cb18af9%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C1%7C0%7C638786231983011890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0uzQdE0zAfZjwCj4ritwh9jk0g9LPIyCtX039V4l%2F7Q%3D&reserved=0

